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Key Stage 3  

Activities 
 

 

 

 

Creative writing 
competitions 

 
Enter a creative writing competition- there are so 

many to choose from!  
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/competitions-for-

children/childrens-writing-competitions/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit the Harry Potter 
Studios 

 
Discover the magical wizarding world of J.K. 

Rowling’s Harry Potter by taking a studio tour. 
 

https://www.wbstudiotour.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Play word games 
Board games such as Articulate, Banangrams and 

Boggle help to develop a wider vocabulary and 
recognize spellings of words. 

 

 

 

 

Visit Shakespeare’s 
Birthplace, Stratford- 

upon- Avon 

Discover where it all started for the Bard by 
exploring his home town of Stratford- upon- Avon.  

Visit his birthplace or one of his other houses or even 
take in play at one of three theatres in the town. 

https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/visit/shakespeares-
birthplace/ 

 

 

 

 

Creative writing 
workshop 

 
Why not book yourself onto a free creative writing 

workshop at Rotherham’s very own magical 
emporium, Grimm&Co? 

 
https://grimmandco.co.uk/out-of-school-activities/ 

 
 

   

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/competitions-for-children/childrens-writing-competitions/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/competitions-for-children/childrens-writing-competitions/
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/visit/shakespeares-birthplace/
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/visit/shakespeares-birthplace/
https://grimmandco.co.uk/out-of-school-activities/
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Reading 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex Rider: 
Nightshade 

By Anthony Horowitz 

Alex Rider thought he had finally left his spying life 
behind him and was enjoying reconnecting with 

school and the best mate he had really missed while 
fighting organised crime. 

 

But when bodies start piling up and a dangerous 
band of ‘terrorists for hire’ emerges onto the world 

stage, Alex is dragged into yet another risky 
undercover op. And this time it’s personal. Even as 
the adults in charge disregard his safety when they 
think they can use him, Alex is as fearless as ever 

and puts the greater good before his own chances of 
survival. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The House of Clouds 
By Lisa Thompson 

Everything is feeling very upside-down in Tabby’s life 
right now. Not only has her best friend gone off and 

found another entirely different best friend, but 
since her grandad moved in, all her mum’s time 

seems to be occupied with looking after him. Plus 
Tabby finds her grandad and his strange stories 
quite irritating – she’s not a little child anymore, 
after all. But when one of her beach walks with 

grandad’s smelly dog Buster leads Tabby to 
investigate a seemingly abandoned house on the 
cliff-top, where she sees something quite strange, 
she begins to wonder whether the story grandad 

tells her about the ‘House of Clouds’ could possibly 
be true? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

You are a Champion: 
How to be the best 

you can be 
By Marcus Rashford 

 

Marcus Rashford is arguably England’s best-loved 
footballer; not only for his amazing talent on the 
pitch, but also for his tireless activism fighting for 

the rights of children in the UK to receive free school 
meals over lockdown – which led to a government 

policy U-turn. 
 

In this gentle and encouraging book, co-written by 
journalist Carl Anka, Marcus assures young fans that 

anything is possible with hard work, good friends, 
and a positive attitude. with self-confidence issues 

and anxiety 
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Watching and Listening 

Films 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory  

Based on the beloved Roald Dahl tale, this 

comedic and fantastical film follows young 

Charlie Bucket (Freddie Highmore) and his 

Grandpa Joe (David Kelly) as they join a small 

group of contest winners who get to tour 

the magical and mysterious factory of 

eccentric candy maker Willy Wonka (Johnny 

Depp). Aided by his diminutive Oompa 

Loompa workers (Deep Roy), Wonka has a 

hidden motivation for the tour, one that he 

will reveal only after the children in the 

group show their true colours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Potter 

Beatrix Potter (Renée Zellweger) overcomes 

many obstacles in her quest to become a 

writer, including a domineering mother and 

the chauvinism prevalent in Victorian 

England. She falls in love with her publisher, 

Norman Warne (Ewan McGregor), and his 

marriage proposal and a subsequent tragedy 

change her life forever. 
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Podcasts 
 

 

 

 

 

The Unexplainable 
Disappearance of 

Mars Patel 

https://www.marspatel.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace Out: Relaxation 
Stories for Kids 

https://bedtime.fm/peaceout 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Night Stories for 
Rebel Girls  

https://www.rebelgirls.com/pages/podcast 
 

https://www.marspatel.com/
https://bedtime.fm/peaceout
https://www.rebelgirls.com/pages/podcast
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Key Stage 4 

Activities 
 

 

 

 

Visit the Royal 
Shakespeare 

Theatre, Stratford- 
upon- Avon 

Experience the brilliance of William Shakespeare 
right in his own hometown in the newly refurbished 

Royal Shakespeare Theatre overlooking the River 
Avon.  Maybe even see Romeo and Juliet in 

preparation for GCSE English Literature! 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/your-visit/royal-
shakespeare-theatre 

 

 

 

 

 

Try out a daily word 
puzzle such as 

Wordle 

Can you find the five letter word for the day? 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/games/wordle/index.html 

 

 

 

 

 

Creative writing 
competitions 

 
Enter a creative writing competition- there are so 

many to choose from!  
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/competitions-for-

children/childrens-writing-competitions/ 
 

 

 

 

 

Play more strategic 
word games 

Board games such as Scrabble, Wordoku and 
Rummikub Word are slightly more challenging and 
brilliant for boosting your vocabulary and spelling 

skills even further 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit the Charles 
Dickens Museum  

 

Visit the home of Charles Dickens which is now a 
museum dedicated to celebrating his many works 

 
https://dickensmuseum.com/ 

 

 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/your-visit/royal-shakespeare-theatre
https://www.rsc.org.uk/your-visit/royal-shakespeare-theatre
https://www.nytimes.com/games/wordle/index.html
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/competitions-for-children/childrens-writing-competitions/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/competitions-for-children/childrens-writing-competitions/
https://dickensmuseum.com/
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Reading 
 

 

 

 

 

 

How it All Blew Up 
By Arvin Ahmadi 

Eighteen-year-old Amir Azadi always knew coming 

out to his Muslim family would be messy--he just 

didn't think it would end in an airport interrogation 

room. But when faced with a failed relationship, 

bullies, and blackmail, running away to Rome is his 

only option. Right? 

 

Soon, late nights with new friends and dates in the 

Sistine Chapel start to feel like second nature... until 

his old life comes knocking on his door. Now, Amir 

has to tell the whole truth and nothing but the truth 

to a U.S. Customs officer, or risk losing his hard-won 

freedom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lovely Bones 
By Alice Sebold 

My name was Salmon, like the fish; first name, Susie. 
I was fourteen when I was murdered on December 

6, 1973. 

In heaven, Susie Salmon can have whatever she 
wishes for - except what she most wants, which is to 

be back with the people she loved on earth. In the 
wake of her murder, Susie watches as her happy 

suburban family is torn apart by grief; as her friends 
grow up, fall in love, and do all the things she never 
had the chance to do herself. But as Susie will come 

to realize, even in death, life is not quite out of reach 
. . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Touching the Void 
By Joe Simpson 

Winner of the NCR Award for non-fiction and the 
Boardman Tasker award. 

 
Touching the Void is the heart-stopping account of 
Joe Simpson's terrifying adventure in the Peruvian 

Andes. He and his climbing partner, Simon, reached 
the the summit of the remote Siula Grande in June 
1995. A few days later, Simon staggered into Base 
Camp, exhausted and frost-bitten, with news that 

that Joe was dead. 
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Watching and Listening 

Films 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord of the Rings 
Trilogy 

The future of civilization rests in the fate of 

the One Ring, which has been lost for 

centuries. Powerful forces are unrelenting in 

their search for it. But fate has placed it in 

the hands of a young Hobbit named Frodo 

Baggins (Elijah Wood), who inherits the Ring 

and steps into legend. A daunting task lies 

ahead for Frodo when he becomes the 

Ringbearer - to destroy the One Ring in the 

fires of Mount Doom where it was forged. 

 

Based on the novels of the same name by 

J.R.R. Tolkein  

 

 

 

 

She’s the Man 

Viola Johnson (Amanda Bynes) is in a real 

jam. Complications threaten her scheme to 

pose as her twin brother, Sebastian, and 

take his place at a new boarding school. She 

falls in love with her handsome roommate, 

Duke, who loves beautiful Olivia, who has 

fallen for Sebastian! As if that were not 

enough, Viola's twin returns from London 

ahead of schedule but has no idea that his 

sister has already replaced him on campus. 

 

Based on the characters and events of 

William Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth Night’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding Neverland 

This charming account of a period in the life 
of author J.M. Barrie (Johnny Depp) reveals 

the real relationships and events that served 
as the basis for the author's most iconic 

work, "Peter Pan." After Barrie develops a 
platonic relationship with the widowed 

Sylvia (Kate Winslet) and her four sons, he is 
inspired to write a play about a group of 
children who don't want to grow up. The 
work proves a hit and winds up bringing 

Barrie and the children together in a way he 
had never expected. 
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Podcasts 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE English Revision 
Pod 

There are some useful episodes on Romeo 

and Juliet, An Inspector Calls and A 

Christmas Carol 

 

https://podtail.com/en/podcast/gcse-

english-revisionpod/ 

 

Note: Not suitable for English Language 

(different exam board) or poetry (different 

anthology) 

 

 

 

The Moth  
https://themoth.org/podcast 

 

https://podtail.com/en/podcast/gcse-english-revisionpod/
https://podtail.com/en/podcast/gcse-english-revisionpod/
https://themoth.org/podcast
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Key Stage 5 

Activities 
 

 

 

 

Haworth  

Visit the village of Haworth, where the Bronte 
sisters lived and wrote 

 
https://www.bronte.org.uk/the-brontes-and-

haworth/haworth 
 

 

Visit the 

British Library 

As well as containing a huge amount of books, 
the British Library in London often has 

exhibitions related to the English Language, 
English Literature and other areas of the 

library’s work. 
 

https://www.bl.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

The Internet 
Grammar of English 

The Internet Grammar of English is a free 
online course from University College London 

designed to improve your knowledge of 
grammar. It is available as a website or app. 

 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/internet-grammar/ 

  

English Dialect App 

This app, from the University of Cambridge, 
will try to guess where you are from, based on 
your answers to questions about your dialect. 

https://www.englishdialectapp.com/ 

  

The Globe Theatre 

Shakespeare’s theatre, constructed to 
perfectly resemble the original.  Take a tour or 
see a play- The Taming of the Shrew is the one 

you will study for your English Literature A- 
Level! 

https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/ 

 

https://www.bronte.org.uk/the-brontes-and-haworth/haworth
https://www.bronte.org.uk/the-brontes-and-haworth/haworth
https://www.bl.uk/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/internet-grammar/
https://www.englishdialectapp.com/
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/
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Reading- English Language 

 

emagazine 

emagazine is specially produced for A Level 
English students. Each edition contains lots of 
articles relevant to both English Language and 

English Literature. The school’s subscription 
means you have access to the entire archive of 

past issues. Look out for our username and 
password on posters in English classrooms. 

 
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/e-magazine/ 

 

Babel 

Babel is a magazine devoted to language, with 
articles on a broad range of linguistic topics. 

Although most issues are paid for, its website has 
several free issues available. 

 
https://babelzine.co.uk/ 

 

The Language Nerds 

The Language Nerds regularly post interesting 
articles about language. As well as the website, it 

has accounts on many social media sites. 
 

https://thelanguagenerds.com/ 

https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/e-magazine/
https://babelzine.co.uk/
https://thelanguagenerds.com/
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Reading- English Literature 

 

1984 
By George Orwell 

1984 is a dystopian novella by George 
Orwell published in 1949, which follows the life of 

Winston Smith, a low ranking member of 'the 
Party', who is frustrated by the omnipresent eyes 

of the party, and its ominous ruler Big Brother. 
'Big Brother' controls every aspect of people's 

lives. 

 

The Virgin Suicides 
By Jeffery Eugenides  

The Virgin Suicides is a beautiful story about five 
sisters, and their mysterious existence, told in the 
words of the neighbourhood boys who worshiped 
them and who come together 20 years later to try 

and solve the mystery of the Lisbon sisters. 

 

Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
By Truman Capote 

Holly--a World War II-era society girl in her late 
teens--survives via socialization, attending parties 
and restaurants with men from the wealthy upper 

class who also provide her with money and 
expensive gifts. Over the course of the novella, 
the seemingly shallow Holly slowly opens up to 

the curious protagonist, who eventually gets 
tossed away as her deepening character emerges. 
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Watching and Listening 

Films 

 

Arrival 

Aliens invade earth and a linguist is tasked with 
trying to communicate with them. The 

producers consulted with real language experts 
when making the film, so you really will learn 

about the building blocks of language. 

 

10 Things I Hate 
About You 

Kat Stratford (Julia Stiles) is beautiful, smart and 
quite abrasive to most of her fellow teens, 

meaning that she doesn't attract many boys. 
Unfortunately for her younger sister, Bianca 

(Larisa Oleynik), house rules say that she can't 
date until Kat has a boyfriend, so strings are 

pulled to set the dour damsel up for a romance. 
Soon Kat crosses paths with handsome new 

arrival Patrick Verona (Heath Ledger). Will Kat 
let her guard down enough to fall for the 

effortlessly charming Patrick?  Based on William 
Shakespeare’s play ‘The Taming of the Shrew.’ 

 

 
The King’s Speech 

A drama, based on true events, about King 
George VI trying to overcome a stammer with 
the help of a speech and language therapist. 

 

 
Colette 

After moving to Paris, author Sidonie-Gabrielle 
Colette agrees to ghostwrite a semi-

autobiographical novel for her husband. Its 
success soon inspires her to fight for creative 

ownership and overcome the societal 
constraints of the early 20th century. 
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Podcasts 

 

Lexis 

A podcast all about language, often featuring 
interviews with linguists. One of the presenters 

is a senior examiner for A Level English 
Language. 

 
https://anchor.fm/lexispodcast/ 

 

History of English 
Podcast 

An ongoing podcast tracing the history of the 
history of the English language. 

 
https://historyofenglishpodcast.com/ 

 

The Penguin Podcast 

 
This fortnightly conversation asks authors to 

bring along a selection of objects through which 
we explore their inspirations, aspirations and 

the struggles they've faced along the way.  
 

https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-
penguin-podcast/id89411073?mt=2 

 

 
The History of 

Literature 

 
Author and literature expert Jacke Wilson 

journeys through time to examine history's 
greatest literary moments and achievements. 
The perfect audio companion for anyone who 

cares where literature is, and where it has come 
from. 

 
https://podcasts.apple.com/sn/podcast/the-

history-of-literature/id1048375034 
 

https://anchor.fm/lexispodcast/
https://historyofenglishpodcast.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-penguin-podcast/id89411073?mt=2
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-penguin-podcast/id89411073?mt=2
https://podcasts.apple.com/sn/podcast/the-history-of-literature/id1048375034
https://podcasts.apple.com/sn/podcast/the-history-of-literature/id1048375034

