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Key Stage 3  

Activities 

 

Yorkshire Natural 
History Museum 

A new natural history museum is coming to 
the Steel City, with artifacts around fossils, 

plants and Yorkshire’s geology to be 
displayed. Artifacts in the museum will be 

based on the paleontology, botany and 
geology of Yorkshire – meaning fossils, plants 

and the structure from the area. The main 
predominant section of the museum will focus 

on fossils with a large collection of artifacts 
based on Yorkshire’s fossils through time. 

 

 

 

RSPB Old Moor  

In the heart of Yorkshire’s Dearne Valley lies 
Old Moor, a family friendly nature reserve just 
waiting to welcome you. Blessed with a wide 
range of facilities and teeming with wildlife 
there is something for everyone to enjoy, 

from idyllic walks or wildlife watching to pond 
dipping and our adventure playground. In the 

summer our meadows are full of orchids, 
wildflowers and butterflies. In winter, we are 
home to hundreds of ducks, swans and geese. 

 

The Longshore Estate 
Burbage brook 

Longshaw Estate Burbage Brook walk | 
National Trust 

Burbage Brook is an upper tributary stream of 
the River Derwent in the Peak District of 
England. Click on the following link for 

detailed instructions of a walk alongside this 
beautiful river. You will be able to examine 

river features and landforms in real life while 
walking alongside this stream in its upper 

course.  

 

Rotunda Museum 

William Smith 

This unique museum is over 180 years old, 
and was first built to display the ideas of 

William Smith, the father of English Geology. 

 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/longshaw-burbage-and-the-eastern-moors/trails/longshaw-estate-burbage-brook-walk
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/longshaw-burbage-and-the-eastern-moors/trails/longshaw-estate-burbage-brook-walk
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Reading 

 

100 Things to know 
about planet earth 
By Federico Mariani   

Did you know that rain sometimes falls red? Or 

that the equivalent of one truckload of plastic 

is dumped in our oceans every minute? This 

visually stunning book is filled with 100 

fascinating facts, bright, infographic 

illustrations, information on ways we can help 

our planet and links to specially selected 

websites to find out more. 

 

 

 

 

Why are Some 
Countries Dry Whilst 

Others Flood? 
By Dawn Price 

A series which focuses on real places, real 

spaces and real enquiries, with topics 

relevant to young people. 

 

This book looks at the real world and why 

climate is different all around the world. It 

tackles misconceptions of climate and 

differences between different countries.  

 

 

 

 

 
Tsunami Disasters - 

Catastrophe 
 

Who can forget the horrific images of the 
disastrous tsunami, triggered by a massive 
earthquake, in Japan in March 211? This 

gripping volume reveals some of the most 
dramatic and devastating tsunamis 

throughout history, including Japan, Sumatra 
in 24, and Chile in 1868. It also studies the 
strides scientists have made in improving 
their ability to predict such catastrophes. 
Sidebars feature eyewitness accounts and 

how people have responded to these 
devastating natural disasters. 
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Key Stage 4 

Watching and Listening 
Films 

 

David Attenborough 
Our Planet  

 
Netflix 

If you care about our planet earth, about your 

future generations, about animals and nature; this 

should be on your must-watch list.  The main 

takeaways from this documentary are, 1. Everyone 

should make efforts to reduce their carbon 

footprint,  2. We need to align our farming 

practices with sustainable agriculture methods, 

And 3. We must take steps towards mitigating 

these climate changes. 

 

Before the Flood 
(2016) 

A documentary film about climate change 

produced by, among others, Leonardo DiCaprio. 

Did you know that the North Pole probably will be 

melted by the year 2040? Or that there are water 

wars on this earth already, because drinking water 

is narrow?  It is a film made to show us the 

consequences and effects the climate change has 

and will have on our earth. 

Podcasts / TED Talks 

 

 
Africa – The Danger 

of a Single Story 
 

 Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie 

The single story creates stereotypes, and the 
problem with stereotypes is not that they 

aren’t true, but they are incomplete. They make 
one story become the only story. 

These are Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie words in her 
TED talk about the danger of single story. Adichie is 
a novelist from Nigeria, who was influenced from a 

young age by the novels of the Western world. 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie: The danger of a single 

story | TED Talk 

 

 
Geographical 
Imaginations 

The Geographical Imaginations Expedition & 
Institute is a growing multi-media public geography 
initiative designed to bring together academic and 
everyday geographical, or spatial, thinking. These 

are short expeditions investigating the geographies 
and reflect upon our relationships with the worlds 

which we inhabit and co-create. 
www.geographicalimaginations.org  

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en
http://www.geographicalimaginations.org/
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Activities 
 

 

 

RGS Young 
Geographer of The 

Year 

The Young Geographer of the Year is the 
Society’s annual competition which recognises 
the outstanding work of the next generation of 
geographers. With its age ranges spanning the 

primary years to A Level, the competition 
encourages thoughtful and creative answers to 

the competition’s theme which is set each 
year. 

Royal Geographical Society - Competitions 
(rgs.org) 

 

 

 

 

GA Physical 
Geography photo 

competition  

The physical geography photo competition 
runs annually. It is announced in spring and the 

closing date is the end of September, giving 
students the summer break in which to 

produce an entry. The competition is run by 
the GA's Physical Geography Special Interest 
Group, and while the theme changes every 

year, the ethos remains: to encourage students 
to explore the land around them and 

photograph an aspect of physical geography, 
explained in their extended caption. 

GA physical geography student photo 
competition 

 

 

National Coal 
Mining Museum  

Explore Caphouse, a modern colliery which 
witnessed more than two hundred years of 
coal production. Hear stories directly from 

former-miners about their careers and 
understand the roles men, women, children, 

animals and machinery played in the operation 
of the mine. Then let off steam in the 

Adventure Playground 

 

https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/young-geographer-of-the-year/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/young-geographer-of-the-year/
https://www.geography.org.uk/Physical-geography-student-photo-competition
https://www.geography.org.uk/Physical-geography-student-photo-competition
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Reading 

 

Prisoners of 
Geography   

By Tim Marshall 

Tim Marshall examines Russia, China, the 
USA, Latin America, the Middle East, 
Africa, Europe, Japan and Korea, and 

Greenland and the Arctic—their weather, 
seas, mountains, rivers, deserts, and 
borders—to provide a context often 

missing from our political reportage: how 
the physical characteristics of these 
countries affect their strengths and 

vulnerabilities and the decisions made by 
their leaders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Factfulness  
By Hans Rosling 

Factfulness is a fabulous read, succinct 

and lively. It asks why so many people - 

including Nobel laureates and medical 

researchers - get the numbers so wrong 

on pressing issues such as poverty, 

pandemics and climate change... a just 

tribute to this book and the man would 

be a global day of celebration for facts 

about our world. Factfulness has the 

power to shift your entire perspective. If 

you want to understand the world, read 

it now! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Almighty Dollar 
By Dharshini David  

 

Easily accessible and bang up to date, this 
book presents an excellent insight into 

modern economics and geopolitics. 
The nine digestible chapters flow 

beautifully to tell an fascinating tale of a 
single dollar navigating the world’s 

financial system. 
Every page is full of engaging and 

surprising stats, without ever becoming 
too ‘heavy’ or tedious. 
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Watching and Listening 

Films 

 

Sherpa (2015) 

Climbing Mount Everest may be the dream 
of many an adventurer looking to push 

themselves to the limit, but for some Sherpa 
people, it’s simply a day job – albeit one with 

considerable risks. Jennifer Peedom’s film 
demonstrates the integral part Sherpas play 
in the mountaineering industry in Nepal and 

the sacrifices they make. 

 

Chasing Coral (2017) 

Jeff Orlowski’s film zooms in on the 
phenomenon of coral bleaching, yet another 
complicated cog in the never-ending wheel 
of climate change and global warming and 
its impact on our oceans in dire need for 

protection. The documentary demonstrates 
the far-reaching effects of climate change in 

our oceans 

Podcasts 

 

80 Days | An 
Exploration Podcast 

80 Days is a podcast dedicated to 

exploring little-known countries, 

territories settlements and cities around 

the world. The three geography nerds 

have decided to take the more leisurely 

approach, going one country, city or 

territory at a time and finding out as 

much as they can. 

www.80dayspodcast.com 

 

National Geographic 
Magazine  

Weekly reading of National Geographic 
Magazine produced by Radio Eye. National 
Geographic stories take you on a journey 

that's always enlightening, often surprising, 
and unfailingly fascinating. 

Overheard at National Geographic  

http://www.80dayspodcast.com/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/podcasts/overheard
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Key Stage 5 

Activities 
 

Financial Times 

 School Essay 
Competition 

The 2022 Essay Competition, organised in 
partnership with the Financial Times, is asking 

students to explain what are the 
environmental costs of current consumer 

trends, behaviours and purchasing decisions. 
Royal Geographical Society - Competitions 

(rgs.org) 

 

Ron Cooke Award 

Award for the A Level 
independent 
investigation. 

The award recognises students’ work towards 
the independent investigation, also known as 

the NEA. The first Ron Cooke Award was 
presented to a student who completed an 

NEA for the 2018 examinations, at our medals 
and awards ceremony in 2019. 

Royal Geographical Society - Ron Cooke Award 
(rgs.org) 

 

 

 

Royal Geographical 
Society 

David W. Smith 
Memorial Prize 

The Development Geographies Research 
Group (DevGRG) of the Royal Geographical 

Society (with the Institute of British 
Geographers) runs an annual essay 

competition. 
https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/da

vid-w-smith-memorial-prize/  

 

 

Visit Kelham Island 
Sheffield 

(Changing Places Case 
Study) 

Once the beating heart of industry, Kelham 
Island is one of Sheffield’s oldest 

manufacturing sites. This manmade island was 
formed in the 1100s, when a stream was 

diverted to power a nearby mill. However, as 
industrial activity has moved on, the area has 

undergone a significant transformation in 
recent years and quietly become one of the 

most exciting parts of the city.  
 

 

 

https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/school-essay-competition/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/school-essay-competition/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/ron-cooke-award/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/ron-cooke-award/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/david-w-smith-memorial-prize/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/david-w-smith-memorial-prize/
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Reading 

 

 

 

 

I am Malala 
The Girl Who Stood 

Up for Education and 
Was Shot by the 

Taliban 
By Malala Yousafzai 

Not only powerful, but also very 
instructive about the recent history of 

Pakistan and the pressures of everyday life 
there. One finishes the book full of 

admiration both for Malala, and for her 
father, who has clearly inspired her. You 

can only admire her courage and 
determination. Her thirst for education 

and reform appear genuine. She also has 
an air of innocence, and there is an 

indestructible confidence.  

 

 

 

 

 

Adventures in the 
Anthropocene  
By Gaia Vince 

We live in epoch-making times. The 
changes we humans have made in recent 
decades have altered our world beyond 

anything it has experienced in its 4.6 
billion-year history. As a result, our planet 

is said to be crossing into the 
Anthropocene – the Age of Humans.  

These stories show what the 
Anthropocene means for all of us – and 
they illuminate how we might engineer 

Earth for our future. 

 

 

 

 

The Bottom Billion 
By Paul Collier 

 

Provides a penetrating reassessment of 
why vast populations remain trapped in 

poverty, despite endless debate over 
foreign aid policy among wealthy 

countries and institutions. This book has 
lots of really interesting points, in 

particular about the various traps that 
poor countries can fall into.  
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Watching and Listening 

Films 

 

Kiss The Ground 
 

Netflix 

An optimistic climate documentary 

narrated by Woody Harrelson argues for 

the healing power of soil, which could 

offer a solution to the climate crisis. It is a 

refreshingly positive and practical guide 

to climate change and something we can 

actually do to combat it immediately. 

 
American Factory 

 
Netflix   

In post-industrial Ohio, a Chinese 
billionaire opens a new factory in the 

husk of an abandoned General Motors 
plant. Early days of hope and optimism 
give way to setbacks as high-tech China 

clashes with working-class America 

 

 
 

50 Liters Life 

This is a documentary telling the story of 
the worst drought ever to occur in South 
Africa between 2015 and 2018. Due to 

irregular rainfall, the citizens were 
challenged to drastically reduce their 
consumption to just 50 liters a day.  

Podcasts / TED Talks 

 

 

Severn principles 
for building better 

cities 

More than half of the world's population 
already lives in cities, and another 2.5 

billion people are projected to move to 
urban areas by 2050. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch 
?v=IFjD3NMv6Kw 

 

 

 

Why glass towers 
are bad for city 

life 

There's a creepy transformation taking 
over our cities, says architecture critic 

Justin Davidson. From Houston, Texas to 
Guangzhou, China, shiny towers of 

concrete and steel covered with glass are 
cropping up like an invasive species.  

https://www.ted.com/talks/justin_davids
on_why_ 

glass_towers_are_bad_for_city_life 
_and_what_we_need_instead?language=

en 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFjD3NMv6Kw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFjD3NMv6Kw
https://www.ted.com/talks/justin_davidson_why_glass_towers_are_bad_for_city_life_and_what_we_need_instead?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/justin_davidson_why_glass_towers_are_bad_for_city_life_and_what_we_need_instead?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/justin_davidson_why_glass_towers_are_bad_for_city_life_and_what_we_need_instead?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/justin_davidson_why_glass_towers_are_bad_for_city_life_and_what_we_need_instead?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/justin_davidson_why_glass_towers_are_bad_for_city_life_and_what_we_need_instead?language=en

